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Weekly LWC Update 10-21-16 

MN NEWS 
WATER ACTIONS 

 MPR: How a far-sighted Minnesota scientist pointed America toward the future 

 Capitol Report: ‘Year of Water Action’ aims for ripple effect 

 Great Lakes Commission Resolution: Providing and maintaining clean water infrastructure and 
services in the Great Lakes Basin; at its annual meeting in October, the GLC calls on the US 
Congress and the Canadian Parliament to increase federal funding to support drinking water, 
wastewater, and stormwater services 

 DNR: DNR launches updated performance and accountability webpage; the number of long-
term groundwater level monitoring wells increased 59% as part of an effort to expand and 
overhaul Minnesota’s groundwater level monitoring network; see the Waters and Watersheds 
Performance and Accountability website to learn about mapping & monitoring, flood damage 
reduction, lake/river/stream conservation, and aquatic invasive species 

 Water Online: Teams From The University Of Minnesota – Twin Cities And Southern Methodist 
University Win The 2016 WEF Student Design Competition 

 Fox21: Meeting Held to Help Protect Lake Superior 

 Maven’s Notebook: Water Smart Innovations: Speeding up innovation in the water industry in 3 
ways: avoiding the optimization trap, removing standardization as a barrier, and reengaging 
individual citizens with technology 

 H2O for Life: Testing the Waters at AFSA High School, MN 

 Post Bulletin: Water quality gets a $3.2 million boost from foundation 

 MASWCD: “The Dirt” on Pope SWCD - Improving water quality on Lake Minnewaska 
 
SURFACE WATER/STORMWATER 

 Fox21: Discussions on the Iron Range on the Impacts of Wild Rice Water Quality Standards 

 MPCA: Zumbro watershed: good news, but more work to do 

 DNR: DNR coordinating new starry stonewort treatment method in West Lake Sylvia 

 KSTP 5: Protecting Minnesota's Environment During Winter Driving Season; see the MN Local 
Road Research Board’s Snow and Ice Control Guidebook (remember, once salt is dissolved in 
water bodies, expensive reverse osmosis is the primary treatment option) 

 Freshwater Society: What’s up with the Minnesota River? 

Interested reader: each week, I gather general information for Legislative Water Commission 
members to help keep them apprised about water issues in Minnesota.  It contains a roundup of 
easily attainable MN water news, as well as articles from beyond MN that may inform member 
thinking.  It also includes summaries of meetings I have attended and reports I have read, as well as 
info about upcoming events.  During the Legislative Session, it also includes updates on water-related 
legislation.  Any errors or omissions are inadvertent. 
 
Barb Huberty, Director, MN Legislative Water Commission 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 65 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Phone: 651/284-6431 
Email:  barb.huberty@lcc.leg.mn      Web site:  www.lcc.leg.mn/lwc/ 
 

http://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/14/athelstan-spilhaus-sea-grant-anniversary
http://politicsinminnesota.com/2016/10/year-of-water-action-aims-for-ripple-effect/?loggedout=true
http://glc.org/files/main/resolutions/FINAL-GLC-Resolution-Clean-Water-Infrastructure-20161007.pdf
http://glc.org/files/main/resolutions/FINAL-GLC-Resolution-Clean-Water-Infrastructure-20161007.pdf
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2016/10/20/dnr-launches-updated-performance-and-accountability-webpage/#more-18607
https://webapps8.dnr.state.mn.us/outcomes_reporting/conservation_agenda/list_indicators?id=5
http://www.wateronline.com/doc/teams-university-southern-methodist-university-student-design-competition-0001
http://www.wateronline.com/doc/teams-university-southern-methodist-university-student-design-competition-0001
http://www.fox21online.com/news/local-news/Meeting-Held-to-Help-Protect-Lake-Superior/42124950
https://mavensnotebook.com/2016/10/18/water-smart-innovations-speeding-up-innovation-in-the-water-industry/
http://www.h2oforlifeschools.org/index.php/resources/recent-blogs/entry/testing-the-waters-at-afsa-high-school-mn
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/water-quality-gets-a-million-boost-from-foundation/article_982b48d1-4a0e-5407-b457-2129edc49990.html
http://www.maswcd.org/thedirt.htm
http://www.fox21online.com/news/local-news/Discussions-on-the-Iron-Range-on-the-Impacts-of-Wild-Rice-Water-Quality-Standards/42202242
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/zumbro-watershed-good-news-more-work-do
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2016/10/20/dnr-coordinating-new-starry-stonewort-treatment-method-in-west-lake-sylvia/#more-18618
http://kstp.com/news/road-salt-mpca-winter-driving-snowplow-icy-brooke-asleson/4296044/?cat=1
https://www.lrrb.org/media/reports/2016RIC11.pdf
http://freshwater.org/2016/10/07/whats-minnesota-river/
mailto:barb.huberty@lcc.leg.mn
http://www.lcc.leg.mn/lwc/
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 DNR: Zebra mussels confirmed in Lower Cullen Lake and nearby Lake Hubert in Crow Wing 
County 

 International Joint Commission: Preliminary International Joint Commission Recommendations 
on Microplastics in the Great Lakes 

 MPCA has announced that these organizations (excluding Oronoco Township and the Sauk River 
Watershed District) will now be required to obtain municipal separate storm sewer system 
(MS4) permits: 

 
 

http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2016/10/17/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-lower-cullen-lake-and-nearby-lake-hubert-in-crow-wing-county/#more-18600
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2016/10/17/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-lower-cullen-lake-and-nearby-lake-hubert-in-crow-wing-county/#more-18600
http://ijc.org/files/publications/IJC_Preliminary_Recommendaitons_%20Microplastics_in_GL_Draft.pdf
http://ijc.org/files/publications/IJC_Preliminary_Recommendaitons_%20Microplastics_in_GL_Draft.pdf
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WATER SUPPLY 

 DNR: DNR designates Bonanza Valley Groundwater Management Area 

 Hibbing Daily Tribune: Elevated Lead Levels in Hibbing Water 
 
AG & WATER  

 MPR: We pay billions for greener farms, so what does that buy us? 

 Steele County Times: Feedlot Lawsuit Gains More Momentum 

 The Kenyon Leader: Sustainability approach focuses on people, planet and profitability 

 USAgNet: Mower Co. Farm Families Ensure Clean Water is Their Legacy 
 
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES 

 Duluth News Tribune: Minnesota doctors request to add human health to environmental 
reviews and Doctors try again for health study on copper mines; Strib: Minnesota board to 
consider health impacts of mining plans; ; a petition has been filed with the Environmental 
Quality Board requesting a rule modification to require completion of health impact 
assessments or health risk assessments during future EAWs for non-ferrous mining; the EQB 
listened to 4 hours of testimony, but did not take any action on the petition at their 10/19 
meeting (Related…WDIO: Twin Metals Owner Faces Environmental Charges in South America) 

 
OPINIONS 

 Strib: Counterpoint: Blame farmers for water pollution? Look in the mirror 

 SC Times: Do your part during Year of Water Action 
 

BEYOND MINNESOTA 
REGIONAL 

 MinnPost: ‘Strict’ pesticide rules fail to erase threat to Wisconsin’s drinking water 

 WPR: Wisconsin Farmers Talk About Water With Louisiana Fishermen 

 The Des Moines Register: Water Works shifts how it disposes of excess nitrates 

 Michigan Live: Legislature's water crisis report: 'Government has failed the people of Flint'; here 
is the full report: Flint Water Crisis: Report of the Joint Select Committee on the Flint Water 
Emergency; Reuters: EPA watchdog says clearer emergency power needed after Flint crisis; 
MinnPost: Expert insights on what went wrong in Flint — and why it could happen here 

 New York Times: As California Water Use Rises, Some Ask: Were Limits Eased Too Soon?; MPR: 
California's dire drought message wanes, conservation levels drop 

 Circle of Blue: California Designs First Statewide Water Affordability Program 

 Crosscut: To solve water pollution, Seattle turns to an old solution 

 WUFT: Florida, Georgia Prepare For Federal “Water Wars” Trial 

 The Washington Post: ‘Do it for the water': Native Americans carry Potomac water on prayerful, 
400-mile journey; Sharon Day, Clean Water Council member and leader of Nibi walks in MN, is 
featured in this article 

 
NATIONAL 

 Ag Mag: Data Show Farmers Must Do More to Protect the Environment, Public Health 

 Center for American Progress: Aging Dams and Clogged Rivers 
 
GLOBAL 

 Strib: Schafer: China's dirty water gives Pentair and Ecolab a big business opportunity 

http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2016/10/20/dnr-designates-bonanza-valley-groundwater-management-area/#more-18609
http://www.hibbingmn.com/news/local/elevated-lead-levels-in-hibbing-water/article_98005468-9343-11e6-9f71-6f1639a8ea27.html
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/14/npr-billions-for-greener-farms
http://www.bloomingprairieonline.com/news/feedlot-lawsuit-gains-more-momentum
http://www.southernminn.com/the_kenyon_leader/business/article_3f05fcb1-cc45-5107-8f5a-de65527d29b9.html
http://www.usagnet.com/state_headlines/state_story.php?tble=MN2016&ID=942
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4140559-minnesota-doctors-request-add-human-health-environmental-reviews
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4140559-minnesota-doctors-request-add-human-health-environmental-reviews
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/4139652-doctors-try-again-health-study-copper-mines
http://www.startribune.com/minnesota-board-to-consider-health-impacts-of-mining-plans/397527661/
http://www.startribune.com/minnesota-board-to-consider-health-impacts-of-mining-plans/397527661/
http://www.wdio.com/news/twin-metals-owner-mining-copper-environment-charges/4294974/?cat=10335
http://www.startribune.com/counterpoint-blame-farmers-for-water-pollution-look-in-the-mirror/397018681/
http://www.sctimes.com/story/opinion/2016/09/13/do-your-part-during-year-water-action/90297112/
https://www.minnpost.com/environment/2016/10/strict-pesticide-rules-fail-erase-threat-wisconsin-s-drinking-water
http://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-farmers-talk-about-water-louisiana-fishermen
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/investigations/readers-watchdog/2016/10/08/water-works-shifts-how-disposes-excess-nitrates/91621994/
http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2016/10/michigan_legislators_report_on.html
http://media.mlive.com/news_impact/other/Report%20of%20the%20Joint%20Select%20Committee.pdf
http://media.mlive.com/news_impact/other/Report%20of%20the%20Joint%20Select%20Committee.pdf
http://mobile.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN12K2B0
https://www.minnpost.com/earth-journal/2016/10/expert-insights-what-went-wrong-flint-and-why-it-could-happen-here
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/us/as-drought-california-water-use-rises-some-ask-were-limits-eased-too-soon.html?_r=0&referer=
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/20/npr-california-drought-message-wanes-conservation-levels-drop
http://www.circleofblue.org/2016/world/california-designs-first-statewide-water-affordability-program/
http://crosscut.com/2016/10/green-infrastructure-stormwater-runoff-seattle/
http://www.wuft.org/news/2016/10/14/florida-georgia-prepare-for-federal-water-wars-trial/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/10/16/do-it-for-the-water-native-american-women-carry-potomac-water-on-prayerful-400-mile-journey/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/10/16/do-it-for-the-water-native-american-women-carry-potomac-water-on-prayerful-400-mile-journey/
http://www.ewg.org/agmag/2016/10/new-ewg-database-details-30-billion-spent-us-farm-conservation-programs
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2016/10/18/146287/aging-dams-and-clogged-rivers/
http://www.startribune.com/lee-schafer-china-s-dirty-water-gives-pentair-and-ecolab-a-big-business-opportunity/397129151/
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 The Guardian: Ontario seeks to put a cap on water bottle industry with two-year ban 
 

REPORTS 
STATE OF MN WATER 

 DNR: 10/17  Stream Flow Report; flood flows have abated, most of the state is still experiencing 
high flows, but 1 watershed with minimum flows 

 National Drought Mitigation Center: 10/18 Drought Monitor  

 DNR: September 2016 Hydrologic Conditions Report 
 
STATE OF SEPTICS 
MPCA has released its 2015 SSTS Annual Report; some key findings: 

 543,000 subsurface treatment systems (SSTS, or septic systems) were reported across MN  

 most SSTSs residential systems  

 about 1/3rd of SSTSs are less than 14 years old 

 septic discharges represent an estimated 37.2BGY of wastewater 

 151 local governmental units in 60 counties have point-of-sale inspection triggers 

 over 14,500 compliance inspections of existing septic systems (2.7%) were reported in 2015 (see 
how your counties are doing below) 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Oct 24-26: BWSR Training Academy; Cragun’s in Brainerd; agenda and registration details can 

be found here 

 Nov 16-18: MN Association of Floodplain Managers 2016 Annual Conference; $160; Kelly Inn, 
St Cloud; brochure here; register here 

 Nov 17: MN’s Water Reuse Stakeholder Meeting (open to the public); 1:30 – 4:30; MPCA Board 
Room 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/17/ontario-bottled-water-operations-moratorium
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/surfacewater_section/stream_hydro/2016data/sfr101716map.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/climate/current_conditions/hydrologic_conditions_september_2016.pdf
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-wwists1-54.pdf
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/academy/index.html
https://docs.google.com/a/mnafpm.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bW5hZnBtLm9yZ3xtbmFmcG18Z3g6M2Q3YjQ3OTFmZDdiNTRiYQ
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mnafpm-annual-conference-2016-tickets-15729404071
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 Nov 17: Minnesota River Congress meeting; Mankato; networking fair @ 4:30 & meeting @ 
7:30; for more information contact Scott Sparlin @ sesparlin@gmail.com, 507-276-2280; 
register here 

 Dec 1-3: MN Association of Watershed Districts Annual Meeting & Trade Show; Arrowwood 
Conference Center, Alexandria; Drainage workshop on 12/1; conference agenda, costs, and 
registration here 

 Dec 4-6: MN Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Annual Meeting & Trade 
Show; $145 to $220 (depending on days participating); Double Tree Hotel – Bloomington; 
details here 

 Dec 5-6: Association of MN Counties Annual Conference; Hyatt Regency Minneapolis; $375 
before 11/4 & $400 after; schedule here; registration here 

 Jan 17-19: 34th Annual Red River Basin Land & Water International Summit Conference 
“Passport to Progress: Thinking Beyond Our Boundaries”; $225, Ramada Plaza Hotel in Fargo; 
more info here 

 Jan 23-24: MN Water Well Association’s 95th Annual Trade Show and Convention; Minneapolis 
Marriott NW; more info to come here 

 Feb 16: U of MN Extension’s Nitrogen: Minnesota's Grand Challenge and Compelling 
Opportunity; Verizon Wireless Center (1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato); details to come here 

 Mar 7-9: 33rd Annual MN Rural Water Association Water & Wastewater Technical Conference; 
St Cloud; details to come here  

 May 9: Minnesota Day at the National Climate Adaptation Forum; registration can be found 
here   

 

mailto:sesparlin@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-minnesota-river-congress-tickets-28533692041
http://www.mnwatershed.org/vertical/sites/%7B8075FBF0-4136-414E-99AC-FC56C14C0AC9%7D/uploads/WD_MAWD_Annual_Meeting_Packet__Oct16.pdf
http://www.maswcd.org/Annual_Convention/annual_convention.htm
http://www.mncounties.org/document_center/MeetingEducation/annualconference/webAMC%20Annual%20Conference%202016.pdf
http://www.mncounties.org/meetings_and_education/amc_annual_conference/registration.php
http://www.redriverbasincommission.org/FINAL_2017_Conference_Reg_Brochure.pdf
https://www.mwwa.org/eweb/startpage.aspx
http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/crops/events/nitrogen-conference/
http://www.mrwa.com/trainingcalendar.html
http://www.nationaladaptationforum.org/registration

